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It is widely taught-and rightly so-that paroxysmal ventricular tachycardia is one of the rarer arrhythmias, and is associated with grave myocardial damage, with special reference to myocardial infarction. It is the least common, and most serious of the paroxysmal tachycardias, which contain four varieties of arrhythmia: supraventricular (auricular and nodal) 60 Figures from various sources (Campbell, 1947) would indicate that in the latter group, four-fifths of the cases had seriously damaged hearts. In the remaining fifth no cause was found for the paroxysms. Paroxysmal ventricular tachycardia is more common in men than in women in the proportion of about 3.2. This arrhythmia was first identified by Sir Thomas Lewis in I909 and Gallavardin (1920, I921, 1922) tEH^I RTtttT+ltH {1 -t r s T r -1 § r E [ s s X s x w ' ' r ' I -T ' w T T . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T -. --- Post-paroxysmal E.C.G. changes are often seen in Type IV involving inversion of the T waves, but these are apparently of no prognostic significance. Quinidine was successful in terminating these paroxysms in contrast to those of Type II which were resistant to treatment.
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In the case report of Type III the paroxysms ceased after successful W.R. conversion, and a syphilitic septal lesion was assumed.
